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GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL ELECTION.
The Candidature of Dr. Bruce.

ON November 22nd a meeting was held at the Medical
Club, Glasgow, to hear an address from Dr. Bruce.

Dr. Ebenezer Duncan, who presided, said that Dr. Bruce
had been a general practitioner for thirty-one years, and
therefore possessed the experience of town and country
which qualified him to be a Direct Representative. The
population of Edinburgh and of the counties of which it
was the centre was something like 735,000, whereas the
p.pulation of the district in and around Glasgow was
about 2,200,000. Edinburgh at the present time had
three Representatives on the Council-one from the
University, one, from the College of Ph3 sicians, and
one from the College of Surgeons. Glasgow had
two Representatives-one from the University and
one from the, Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons-
but as it so happ3ened that the Crown Representa-
tive (Dr. McVail) resided in Glasgow, that city had
three Representatives, the same as Edinburgh. As
to the allegation that there were jealousies between
Glasgow and Edinburgh, he thought they were not known
in Glasgow, and referred to the appointment of Edinburgh
graduates to chairs in the University of Glasgow. He
adviged those present that they would be better repre-
sented by their old and tried friend, Dr. Bruce, than by
Dr. Norman Walker.

Dr. Bruce referred to the letter signed by Dr. C. E.
Douglas, of Cupar, Fife, and said that on the face of it
it appeared not only unfriendly but actually hostile and
unfair. Dr. Bruce emphasized the fact that he had large
experience as a general practitioner; when he gave up his
practice in Dingwall he did not receive a penny for it, and
in no way did he ever get any pecuniary equivalent. As
to security of tenure, he felt convinced that Parliament
was-not likely to look on the restriction of the powers of
local authorities in a favourable way; at the same time, he
held strongly that there ought to be fixity of tenure, and
that medical men ought to hold their positions in an inde-
pendent way, so that they could do for the poor all that
they desired to do. With regard to the club system, he
expressed the opinion that no fresh contracts ought to be
entered into, and stated his belief that there could be no
peace till medical fees for sick workmen were paid on the
same principle as sick pay. The payment should be for
work done and not in a lump sum.

After certain questions had been answered by Dr.
Bruce, votes of thanks -to him and to the Chairman were
adopted.

Dr. Norman Wallker's Candidature.
Dr. Norman Walker addressed a meeting in Glasgow on

Monday evening, Dr. Richmond, ex-President of the
Glasgow Southern Medical Society, in the chair. Dr.
Walker dealt with the various problems before the pro-
fession, including security of tenure, contract practice, and
hospital abuse, and then said that he supposed he ought
to feel complimented by the fact that the chairmen of Dr.
Bruce's meetings devoted so much of their time to him.
He would like to say that he was absolutely satisfied that
his old friend Sir T. McCall Anderson spoke in ignorance
of the facts when he claimed Dr. Bruce as a general prac-
titioner. They all knew Sir Thomas was something of a
politician, but he must say he was surprised to find him
advocating proportional representation, and he thought
he would have to explain to his political associates that
that was meant for medical consumption only. Lastly, he
said, that he had been advised to make a strong appeal to
the electors. He hoped that all those who believed Dr.
Bruce was the better representative would vote for Dr.
Bruce. But if any were for any less worthy motive
making up their minds to vote against himself (Dr.
Walker), he entreated them to think not once nor twice,
but often, whether in so doing they were serving the best
interests of the profession to which they belonged.

Dr. Norman Walker addressed a meeting of practitioners
at Dumfries on November 22nd. Dr. Cunningham pre-
sided, and a vote of thanks was awarded to Dr. Walker on

the motion of the cha-rman.
Dr. Stuart McDonald (Leith) writes: As one of the

younger teachers in the Edinburgh Medical School, would
you kindly afford me sia ~e in- tlle BRITISH MEDICAL

JOURNAL to appeal to my colleagues in the various
medical schools in Scotland for their support for the
candidature of Dr. Norman Walker as Direct Representa-
tive on the General Medical Council? It is seldom we
have the opportunity of voting for one who has so keen an
interest in the teaching of medicine. One is aware that,
as a rule, the members of the scientific staffs of the various
departments take but little interest in an election such as
this,-but with a candidate so fully alive to the need for
reform in medical teaching it is to be hoped that on this
occasion the teachers will exercise the privilege of their
votes, and do their utmost to secure Dr. Walker's election.

JUVENILE SMOKING.
The Scottish Anti-Tobacco Society met in Edinburgh

on November 21st to discuss the legislation proposed by
the House of Lords' Committee to deal with the evils of
juvenile smoking. Sir Henry Littlejohn was in the chair.
Mr. William Todd, the secretary, explained that the House
of Lords' Committee had adopted the Hygienic Bill, which
provided that the man who sold tobacco to a child un,der
16 should be fined not exceeding 40s. for a first offence
and £5 for any subsequent offence; the child found
smoking would be punishable by a fine not exceed-
ing 40s., and would be subject to the provisions of
the Youthful Offenders Act, 1901. The Lords' Committee
proposed to entrust the police with the power to stop
youths under 16 and confiscate their smoking materials,
and to give park-keepers, schoolmasters, and railway and
dock employ6s a similar right. Mr. J. Rutherford Hill,
Chairman of the Edinburgh Band of Hope, moved a resolu-
tion urging the Government to assist in dealing with the
clamant vice of narcotics, especially when used by the
young, in view of the consensus of opinion obtained from
the Medical Faculty, the united churches of the nation, the
School Board, and the unanimous decisions of the Inter-
departmental Committee on Physical Degeneration, 1904,
and the Lords' Committee on Juvenile Smoking, 1906.
This was seconded by Mr. W. M. Ramsay, and adopted.
A Vigilance Committee to consider any legislationbearing
upon juvenile smoking was appointed, consisting of the
chairman, the Rev. Dr. J. C. Russell, and others.

VICTORIA INFIRMARY, GLASGOW.
The third biennial dinner of the past and present resident

assistants of this institution was held in Glasgow on
November 13th. Dr. Douglas W. Russell presided. The
Chairman, in a few excellently chosen words, proposed the
toast of "The Victoria Infirmary." He stated that a new
wing had been added to the infirmary since their last
dinner, and he was sure that those present rejoiced with
him that one of themselves had been added to the chief
staff. Dr. E. Duncan, in responding, gave a brief
account of the origin of the infirmary, of the difficulties
that had to be overcome, and of its gradual but steady
growth, not only in size but in usefulness. The toast of
"The Resident-Assistants, Past and Present," was pro-
posed by Mr. R. H. Parry. He said that he scarcely liked
to think of the length of time that had elapsed since the
infirmary was opened, and of the many " residents " who
had been connected with the institution. He had heard
that including the present resident-assistants, sixty-four
names were upon the roll, three of whom had died. Ere
assured the past and present " residents " of his interest
-and he spoke for all the staff-in their welfare, in proof
of which he hoped to promote and encourage in every way
he could the establishment of laboratories connected with
the infirmary, where good work could be done. Dr. E. J.
Primrose, a past Resident, and Dr. A. A. C. McNeill, a
present Resident, suitably replied. Dr. Donald J.
Macintosh, M.V.O., Superintendent to the Western Infir-
mary, gave some interesting, reminiscences of his con-
nexion with the Victoria Infirmary in its early days. On
the proposal of Dr. Hugh McLaren the health of "The
Chairman " was drunk with acclamation, and a very happy
evening was brought to a close.

POST-GRADUATE LECTURES AND DEMONSTRATIONS IN
FALKIRK.

Much as many a general practitioner would like to
attend post-graduate courses at one large medical teaching
centre, by force of circumstances he is often unable to
absent himself for the necessary time from his practice.
To bring the post-graduate teaching to practitioners
neces,sariJy deprives it of much of its val ie, owing to the
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illevitable detachment of the lecturer from hiis clinical
material. Still, much good may be derived from a local
post-graduate course when the subjects and lecturers are
judiciously chosen.

This has been proved by the success attending the
course conducted under the auspices of the Falkirk and
District Clinical Association. A committee of that body,
after consultation with Dr. David Newman of the Glasgow
Royal Infirmary, arranged for a course of seven lecture-
demonstrations, extending over seven weeks, by members
of the staff of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary.

Dr. D. Newman gave an interesting demonstration by
means of the opaque projector on the uses of the cysto-
scope in bladder and renal diseases, also a clinical
demonstration on cystoscopy. Dr. Lindsay Steven took
for his subject arterio-sclerosis, Dr. T. A. Campbell the
opsonic index, and Dr. T. K. Monro modern methods of
examination in stomach cases.
The interest in the course was well maintained, as with

a membership of twenty-one the attendance averaged
seventeen. The meetings were held in the Falkirk
Infirmary, which was kindly placed at the disposal of the
Society by the managers, to whom, along with the matron,
Miss Glendinning, the best thanks of the Society are due.

COMPLIMENTARY DINNER TO DR. R. T. HALLIDAY.
A number of his professional friends recently enter-

tained Dr. R. T. Halliday at a complimentary dinner in
honour of his appointment to be Medical Officer to the
Glasgow Police Force. Professor Stockman presided over
a merry party, and a pleasant evening was spent. Dr.
Halliday's health was proposed by Dr. Pollock, who referred
in eloquent terms to Dr. Halliday's many-sided interests
in ambulance affairs, in volunteering, and in the working
of the Victoria Infirmary.

EDINBIURGH TOWN PUBLIC HErALTH COMMITTEE.
At a meeting of the Edinburgh Town Council on

Tuesday, November 20th, Dr. Matheson Cullen was unani-
mously elected Convener of the Public Health Committee,
in room of Mr. Gibson, who has become the new Lord
Provost. Dr. Cullen is a man of energy and insight, and
may be trusted to make a good record in his new position.

frdaub.
THE SUGGESTED STATE MEDICAL SERVICE FOR

IRELAND.
THE proposal by the Viceregal Commissioners-that the
present public medical services in Ireland should be
converted into a State service with an examination for
admission to it-has aroused much interest amongst the
Poor-law medical officers. So far as open expression of
view goes, the great weight of opinion is in favour of the
suggested scheme. Mr. John S. McArdle, President of
the Irish Medical Association, now writes to the papers:

I feel u grave responsibility in this matter, and I assure you
that, whatever private views I might hold, I would subordinate
them to the good of the people in whose interest this Com-
mission has reported so eloquently.

I hold that opposition to the suggested medical scheme
might interfere with the acceptance of the many recommenda-
tions contained in the report. And, rather than imperil the
whole scheme, I advised the Association over which I preside
to pass the resolution proposed by_Dr. Warnock in favour of
a State service.
The Association accepted this proposition by an overwhelm-

ing majority; subsequently, several propositions were carried
uDanimously safeguarding all the interests concerned.
In the entire proceeding there is not the slightest suggestion

that the power of election or control of the medical officers
should be taken entirely out of the hands of the representative
of the people, as suggested in many letters of protest which I
have received, and in some newspaper comments.
My belief is that, could the reforms suggested in the report

of the Commissioners be carried out immediately, we could
enter on a successful campaign against the diseases which now
exact such a terrible toll from our people.
Mr. MeArdle has not always held these views, and indeed
appears to have expressed himself very strongly to an
interviewer in opposition to the proposal. Of this he is
being reminded, and " Rusticus " in the Independent quotes
several of the most telling phrases. The correspondent
doubts
if, in its not too politic line of action, the Irish Medical

Association has ever entered on so fatuouis a policy, or one so
detrimental to the interests of Irish dispensary doctors, as
when a number of its members in assembled meeting declared
in favour of " a State medical service." Ireland is at present
on the eve of a larger measure of local government. I wouild
ask the dispensary doctors of Ireland to take warning, and not
be led away by sophistry from the Irish Medical Association,
to which tbey do not owe very much, into endorsing a pro-
nouncement which means the turning of the whole Irisl:
representation, both in and out of Parliament, against their
just claim. I feel as strongly as any one on the position and
treatment of the Irish dispensary doctors, and I feel stronglV
on the necessity of a really efficent medical health service. i
feel strongly on the baneful and degrading methods of
"canvassing," and the still more baneful and d6grading prac-
tice which, in some places, accompanies it. But I feel still
more strongly at the "insidious" attempt made to deprive
Irish local government of one of its rights, and to endeavour
to restore again by a sidewind the prestige of a too long
dominant minority.
The North Dublin guardians will hold a special committee

meeting to consider the whole report, and will send
delegates to the conference to be held in the Mansion
House on December 11th.

DR. MAYNE AND His GOVERNORS.
Dr. Mayne is Surgeon to the Longford Infirmary, and he

and the Board of Governors have been at variance for
some time. The Roman Catholic bishop, Dr. Hoare,
lately proposed that no money should be paid to the
surgeon by the county council so long as there was a
resolution of the joint committee against it. It was also
resolved that no member of the committee would sign a
certificate for payment. The county council, however,
took counsel's opinion, which was to the effect that to
deprive the surgeon of his saiary, whilst the joint com-
mittee had no power to dismiss him without the sanction
of the Local Government Board, would be wrong. It
would be wiser to pay, as on the present resolutions it was;
most probable that a writ of mandamus could be obtained
to compel them. The money was ordered to be paid.

THE CRUSADE AGAINST CONSUMPTION.
At a special meeting of the Health Committee of the

Derry Corporation an exhaustive report was submitted by
Dr. Ferguson, M.O.H., on the subject of consumption. The
report stated that in Ireland 12,500 people died annually
from tuberculous disease; in 1904, 9.833 people died from
consumption, and of every 100 deaths in Ireland 16 were
from tubercle. In Derry, 110 died each year from this
disease. In England and Scotland during the last thirty-
five years, the death-rate had decreased one-half ; in Ire-
land it had increased. The report recommended a joint
committee from the counties of Derry, Tyrone, and Donegal
to consider the question of a common sanatorium, and of
the best method of diffusing instruction in a regular and
continuous manner, and of encouraging and if necessary
forcing greater personal and household cleanliness. Volun-
tary notification was also recommended.

CORK MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY.
The Cork Medical and Surgical Society has begun

work for the session. Professor C. Y. Pearson, M.D.,
F.R.C.S., has been chosen President, and at the annual
dinner, held a short time ago, a most enjoyable evening
was spent by the medical members and their guests.
This year's reunion was pronounced to be one of the most
successful that the society has held. The first meeting of
the session took place on November 11th, when the
President introduced a discussion on Caesarean Section.
prefacing his remarks by reading notes of a successful
case operated on some months ago, in which pregnancy
was complicated by an enormously large fibroid, which
absolutely blocked up the pelvic cavity. A discussion
followed on the relative advantages of Caesarean section
and craniotomy, the President holding strong views in
favour of the former operation.

jlcrth *taffvrbiJire.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE INFIRMARY.

THE annual meeting of the Governors of the North
Staffordshire Infirmary and Eye Hospital was held on
November 22nd. The ninety-first annual report of theb
General Committee, which was presented, stated that


